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t hen which was . . .

there are basically four steps in the process of LB 407,
first, that a technical committee is. . . tha t an ap p l i ca t i o n
is to be submitted. The application that was submitted to
this Technical Review Committee reviewing LB 131, it was not
LB 131. The optometrists very legitimately and ver y
skillfully came in with a much broader recommendation than
LB 131 for their suggestion. They basically said, if we
have got to start at the beginning, let's ask for the whole
ball of wax, and they did. The second st ep t hen i s t h e
review by the technical committee. The technical committee
rev ewed the bill, reviewed the proposal, what they did is
they nar r owed th e s c ope back down t o LB 1 31 . The n e x t st ep

S ENATOR CARSTEN: Excu s e me, Senator Withem. (Gavel. )
Let's quiet down a little bit, please. I t i s a w f u l ly (m i k e

SENATOR WITHEM: Thank you, Senator Carsten . The ne x t st ep
was to be, or in most cases is to be a recommendation by the
Board o f He al t h . That was not done last time because of
time constraints, but then in Section 26 of LB 407, Final
R eading copy , s t a te s , "After receiving the reports from the
committee or the board, the director shall prepare a final
report for the Legislature." Now, that final report by
Director Wright recommended agains t p a s s age o f 13 1 . The
Technical Review Committee gave a split recommendation. The
final report to the Legislature, as mandated in 407, is that
this not be accepted. Now, we, the Legislature, are free
i ndependent bod i e s . Now, I argued this last year and I
argued in behalf of 407. We look at all the information
available to us and we make a final vote on the bill. What
we need to do, though, is if we are going to argue that the
407 process s ay s an yt h i n g, we have got to look at what 407
actually said, and if you are going to re a d wh at 40 7 ha d t o
say, it is the recommendation of 407 is not to advance
LB 131 . I t h i nk there ar e o t h e r r e ason s for o ppo s i n g
LB 131. I have served on the Health and Welfare Committee
e ver s i n c e I h a v e b e e n in the Legislature, which admittedly
i sn ' t all that long, but t hi s i s an i s su e t hat h a s
constantly been in front of us. It is one I have wrestled

off) h e r e .

with . . .

SENATOR CARSTEN: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEM: . . . b ac k a n d f o r t h . I h a v e b e e n on b et h

10062


